June 29th, 2003
Hi Gavin

This is supposed to be my ‘long’ writing weekend, with a letter also being written to Granddad. But, of course, there will be no more letters. I am still rather sad about losing both parents in rather quick succession. I still find it hard to understand why Granddad didn’t last a while longer, as he had been very healthy and robust. And now there does not seem as much point in going to New Zealand, unless I move back to live there. Like Edward said in his email to Nadine, it would be weird going past 34 Grahams Rd with no-one there. I wonder who is cutting the grass and looking after the gardens? 


I haven’t heard from you for a while. How are things going? Let me know sometime. Have you got your truck back yet? I was also rather touched by your email to Uncle Keith and his reply; I though he expressed himself very well. And yes, it would be good to have a photo and a report about you in the Christchurch newspaper as there are quite a lot of people there who know you. And the suggestion by Uncle Keith to also let Christ’s College know is a good one. I had actually thought of the same thing. Do you know yet when you will receive your award? I was looking at the 24th MEU website the other date and saw pictures of your CO leaving and being replaced. 


There does not seem to be a lot happening in HK at the moment; at least not enough for me to write anything in my diary. Hard to find anyone wearing a mask now that HK is off the WHO list of infected areas. Beijing was also taken off the list the other day, but Taiwan has not yet been removed. Now that SARS is essentially over, attention is gain focussed on the Article 21 legislation, which the government hopes to pass into law this coming week. On Tuesday, which is a public holiday (handover day), there is to be a big rally and protest march against the legislation. About 100 000 people are expected. I notice from the news that Chinese-Americans too held a rally in Washington against Article 23. The HK government is trying to downplay the expected large turnout on Tuesday by saying that many of those joining the protest are not actually protesting against Article 23 but are just joining to protest against other things that are affecting their lives!! 


More Rugby again yesterday. Watched the NZ – France game live. It was held in Christchurch. The All Blacks won by 31 – 23 but they were not very convincing. There new winger, a young guy of Fijian ancestry, scored 3 tries in the first half. Also, the new kicker, Daniel Carter, had a good game, kicking 16 points. NZ still has a lot of work to do before the tri-nations competition begins in about 2 weeks. There was also a test between South Africa and Argentina with the Springboks only just winning 25 to 23 through a penalty goal in the last minute of the game. Argentina certainly seems to be improving a lot in its game. There is a World Under-21 tournament on in the UK. The final is today between NZ and Australia. 


Temperatures here are in the 30s now. I saw in the newspaper that Boston has had some days with temperatures over 30OC as well. Much different than the cold winters they get. Good to have the swimming here pool for exercise. I may have a week or so off exercise some time soon as I think it is making me rather tired. I do not have any difficulty exercising hard but do not seen to be able to recuperate as quickly as I used to. That means I will probably not be able to take part in one of those adventure challenge races. I would like to. Apparently, these are very popular now in some countries and there is quite a variety of such races. The main one is still the Eco-challenge, which is about 300 km and to win, teams have to keep going non-stop. By the way, the NZ team won the last Eco-challenge, which was held in Fiji last November (I think). 


On TV, I have been watching a US programme called “The Amazing Race” about 12 teams of two that are participating in a round-the-world race. At each leg, the last team arriving at the destination is eliminated. At present, there are 4 teams left and in the next episode I think they will be in Hong Kong. It is quite interesting. But because it is a race, I sometimes wonder if the teams do risky things, such as driving too fast, in order to reach a check-in point? 


That’s about it for now. Not as much to write about. But nowadays, with email, it doesn’t matter too much as communication can be made at any time.

Thinking of you. 

Cheers, 
Dad
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